
Fun Resources for 
Teaching Israel’s National Days

https://www.jewishinteractive.org/


We have created games and courses in Ji Tap that focus on the
National Days in Israel - click here to find them. 

Let your children work their way through each course and they will
come out with a great array of knowledge on Yom Hashoah,

Yom Hazikaron, Yom Ha'atzmaut and Yom Yerushalayim.
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https://www.jewishinteractive.org/
https://bit.ly/2XY7kln
https://bit.ly/3aw2uyj


5 KEY FACTS ABOUT YOM HA’ATZMAUT

Yom Ha’atzmaut (יֹום ָהַעְצָמאּות) literally means ‘the Day of Independence’, and 
it is the Hebrew anniversary of the day on which the Modern State of Israel 
was declared.

On the 14th May 1948 (corresponding to the 5th Iyar 5708), David Ben-Gurion, 
the Executive Head of the World Zionist Organization and the chairman of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine, declared the establishment of a Jewish state in 
Eretz-Israel, to be known as the State of Israel. This declaration was made in 
front of many political and religious leaders, and the main document from which 
he read is known as the ‘Declaration of Independence’, and in Hebrew, it is 
known as the ‘Megillat Ha’atzmaut’ or ת ָהַעְצָמאּות .ְמִגַלּ

Since 1948, Israel has had to protect itself from attacks from all its neighbors. 
Therefore, Yom Ha’atzmaut is a good day to familiarize yourself with the map 
of Israel.

Yom Ha’atzmaut is a public holiday in Israel, which means that there is no school 
on this day and most adults do not go to work. Instead, while there are various 
types of Yom Ha’atzmaut celebrations, many Israelis have a Yom Ha’atzmaut 
party with family and friends, they light fireworks, and a custom has developed 
in Israel to celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut with a barbeque, or by eating Israeli food 
like falafel and salad.

‘Hatikvah’ or ְקָוה  is the name of the Israeli national ,(’literally, ‘The Hope) ַהִתּ
anthem, which is sung on special occasions in Israel, and especially on Yom 
Ha’atzmaut. The words of ‘Hatikvah’ are adapted from a poem written in 1877 by 
Naphtali Herz Imber, a Jewish poet from Ukraine. The main message of ‘Hatikvah’ 
is that the Jewish people have always hoped and prayed to return to the Land of 
Israel— their ancient homeland—and to restore it as a sovereign nation.
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GREAT ACTIVITY IDEAS TO
TEACH ABOUT YOM HA’ATZMAUT
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Create an Invitation to a Yom Ha’atzmaut Party
PREPARATION: Describe how Yom Ha’atzmaut is celebrated in Israel.

Ji Tap Activity Ji Studio Activity

• Select the Yom Ha’atzmaut Creation Pack.
• Choose a background for your invitation.
• Design an invitation to a Yom Ha’atzmaut 

party.
• Use stickers to include images of the Israeli 

flag, Israeli food, fireworks, or a barbeque.
• Use the text tool to write your message.
• Add a Puzzle activity: The person who 

plays the game should put the puzzle 
together to get the details of the party.

• Select the Ji Studio Israel Days Collection.
• Design an invitation to a Yom Ha’atzmaut party.
• Use Stickers > Yom Ha’atzmaut to include 

images of the Israeli flag, Israeli food, 
fireworks, or a barbeque.

The following ideas can be applied using either of Ji’s creations tools: Ji Tap or Ji Studio. 
In Ji Tap, use the Yom Ha'atzmaut Creation Pack and create interactive games; in Ji Studio, 
use the book templates and Israel Days collections to create books and posters.
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https://www.jewishinteractive.org/ji-products-services/ji-tap-2/
https://www.jewishinteractive.org/ji-studio-5/
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Ji Tap Activity Ji Studio Activity

• Select the Ji Studio Israel Days Collection.
• Open the Tool Wheel and create a new tool with 

which to draw.
• Use images from Stickers > Yom Ha’atzmaut.
• Design a new flag for the Modern State of Israel.

   
• Select the Yom Ha’atzmaut Creation Pack.
• Use the drawing tool in Ji Tap to draw. (This 

tool is only available on the iPad, not on the 
Web Creator.)

• Use the drawing tool and stickers and design a 
new flag for the State of Israel. 

• Add a Say Something or Soundboard activity 
and explain what your symbols mean.

• Be creative!

Ji Tap Activity Ji Studio Activity

• Select the Ji Studio Israel Days Collection.
• Select a Background of fireworks, or else 

select fireworks photographs from
Stickers > Photos.

• Using the drawing tools, try and draw the age 
of Israel as if it is being lit up by fireworks.

• Select the Yom Ha’atzmaut Creation Pack.
• Select a background of fireworks. You could 

also search for fireworks animations using 
the safe search function and insert them 
onto your background.

• Using the drawing tools, try and draw the age 
of Israel as if it is being lit up by fireworks.

• Add a Say Something activity and explain 
how old Israel is and why there are fireworks.

Fireworks
PREPARATION: Review how old Israel is this year and note that Yom Ha’atzmaut is often 
celebrated by firework displays.
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Flag of Israel
PREPARATION: Look at the current flag of the Modern State of Israel. Tell students that you 
would like them to design a new flag for Israel and ask them to think about what they would 
include on the flag.
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Ji Tap Activity Ji Studio Activity

• Select the Ji Studio Israel Days Collection.
• Using photographs from Stickers > Photos, 

build a scene showing the Modern State of 
Israel.

• Using the Sound recorder feature, sing 
Hatikvah.

      

• Select the Yom Ha’atzmaut Creation Pack.
• Using photographs and stickers, build a 

scene showing the Modern State of Israel. 
You can also insert your own photos if you 
have been to Israel.

• Find the sticker with the words of Hatikvah 
and add it to your scene.

• Use the Say Something or Soundboard 
Activity and record yourself singing 
Hatikvah. If you use the soundboard, you 
can highlight a paragraph and then have it 
play as you tap it.

Hatikvah

Kol ‘od balevav penimah

Nefesh yehudi homiyah,

Ayin letziyon tzofiyah;

‘Od lo avdah tikvateinu,

Lihyot ‘am chofshi b(e)’artzeinu,

’Eretz-Tziyon viy(e)rushalayim.

Hatikvah bat sh(e)not ’alpayim,

Ul(e)fa’atei mizrach kadimah,

As long as in the heart, within,

A Jewish soul still yearns,

An eye still gazes toward Zion;

Our hope is not yet lost, 

To be a free people in our land,

The land of Zion and Jerusalem.

The hope of two thousand years,

And onward, towards the east,

PREPARATION: Explain to students that the Israeli national anthem is ‘Hatikvah’.
Learn the words and meaning of Hatikvah:
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ִניָמה ָבב ְפּ ֵלּ ל עֹוד ַבּ ֹכּ

ֶנֶפׁש ְיהּוִדי הֹוִמָיּה

ּוְלַפֲאֵתי ִמְזָרח, ָקִדיָמה,

ַעִין ְלִצּיֹון צֹוִפָיּה,

ְקָוֵתנּו, עֹוד לאֹ ָאְבָדה ִתּ

ִים נֹות ַאְלַפּ ת ְשׁ ְקָוה ַבּ ַהִתּ

ַאְרֵצנּו, י ְבּ ִלְהיֹות ַעם ָחְפִשׁ

ַלִים. ֶאֶרץ ִצּיֹון ִוירּוָשׁ

TransliterationEnglish TranslationHebrew

https://www.jewishinteractive.org/


5 KEY FACTS ABOUT YOM YERUSHALAYIM

Jewish sources teach how the Land of Israel is the holiest land in the world, and 
that Jerusalem is the holiest city in Israel. It was in Jerusalem where Avraham 
bound his son Yitzchak, and it was in Jerusalem where Yaakov dreamt of angels 
going up and down from heaven and it was in Jerusalem where the First and 
Second Temples stood.

After the destruction of the Second Temple in 70CE, the Jews were exiled to 
many different countries, and Jerusalem ceased to be the main centre of Jewish 
life – although a small Jewish population always remained in Jerusalem. While 
the majority of Jews did not live in Israel, Jerusalem was always part of the 
identity of the Jews. The daily prayers contain numerous references to 
Jerusalem, every synagogue in the world is built facing Jerusalem, and in every 
Jewish celebration, there is a remembrance for Jerusalem.

When the Modern State of Israel was declared in 1948 it was decided that 
Jerusalem would be divided so that the western part of the city was under 
Israeli rule and the eastern part, including the Old City, was under Jordanian 
control. However, during the 1967 (Six Day) War, Israel took control of all of 
Jerusalem including the Old City, which meant that from this point onwards, 
Jews have been able to visit and pray at the Kotel Ma’aravi (Western Wall).

Yom Yerushalayim or ַלִים  which falls on 28th Iyar, is the day that we ,יֹום ְירּוָשׁ
celebrate the reunification of Jerusalem under Jewish rule and our renewed 
access to the Old City of Jerusalem.

Although a third Temple has not yet been rebuilt in Jerusalem, our Sages 
(Shemot Rabba 2:2) teach that the Divine Presence never left the Kotel Ma’aravi 
or ֲעָרִבי  This is why many thousands of Jews flock to .(Western Wall) ַהּכֹוֶתל ַהַמּ
pray at the Kotel each day, and especially on holidays and festivals.
 
For your convenience, we have created a source sheet in Sefaria here. 
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Imagine what the Soldiers were Thinking
PREPARATION: Discuss how it might have felt for the soldiers who fought in the Six-Day War 
to first arrive at the Kotel in 1967. Watch how this happened in this video here.

Ji Tap Activity Ji Studio Activity

• Select the Yom Yerushalayim Creation Pack. 
• Select a background of the Kotel.
• Select at least 3 pictures of Israeli soldiers 

and place them in front of the Kotel.
• Create a Soundboard activity: Trace 

around each soldier and record what you 
think each soldier was thinking as they 
looked at the Kotel for the first time. Then 
you can play your game and tap on each 
soldier to find out!

• Select the Ji Studio Israel Days 
Collection.

• Select a Background of the Kotel.
• Insert the silhouette of soldiers 

from Stickers > Yom Hazikaron.
• Using the Text tool, insert thought 

bubbles or speech bubbles above 
the soldiers and write what you 
think the soldiers might have 
been thinking or saying.
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The following ideas can be applied using either of Ji’s creations tools: Ji Tap or Ji Studio. 
In Ji Tap, use the Yom Yerushalayim Creation Packs and create interactive games; in Ji Studio, 
use the book templates and Israel Days collections to create books and posters.
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5 GREAT ACTIVITY IDEAS TO
TEACH ABOUT YOM YERUSHALAYIM
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https://www.jewishinteractive.org/ji-products-services/ji-tap-2/
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Ji Tap Activity Ji Studio Activity

• Select the Ji Studio Israel Days Collection.
• Select a Background of the Kotel. You can also 

insert a photograph from Stickers > Photos.
• Using your Camera in Ji Studio, take a ‘selfie’ 

and insert it as a sticker into the Kotel scene.
• EITHER write a short prayer on a note from 

Stickers > Yom Yerushalayim OR record your 
own prayer using the Sound recorder and 
place it next to your selfie at the Kotel.

Write or Say a Prayer at the Kotel
PREPARATION: Imagine you were at the Kotel. What you would pray for and why?

2

• Select the Yom Yerushalayim Creation Pack 
and choose a background of the Kotel. You 
could also search for a photo of the Kotel 
and insert it.

• Choose a note from the stickers in the pack.
• Take a ‘selfie’ and insert a photo of yourself 

into the Kotel scene.
• Write a short prayer on the note.
• Add a Soundboard Activity: Trace around the 

note and record yourself saying the prayer. 
You could add in several notes and add in 
the voice of the prayer to each of them. 

• Perhaps, as a family, each person could add in 
their own note on a new slide, together with 
their photo. Then as you play the whole game, 
you can all listen to the prayers together.

https://www.jewishinteractive.org/
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Ji Tap Activity Ji Studio Activity

Ji Tap Activity Ji Studio Activity

• Select the Israel Days Collection.
• Select the comic strip Background with 4-5 

frames.
• Create a storyboard of Jerusalem depicting 

the 4-5 moments in the history of 
Jerusalem. You can use Stickers > Photos, 
or you can bring in your own photos using 
Camera > My photos.

• From My Creations, you can use the Settings 
button on each thumbnail to then Download 
the image to print, or you can Share it as a 
web link.

• Select the Yom 
Yerushalayim 
Creation Pack.

• Select stickers 
and bring in 
images to create 

your Yom Yerushalayim poster.
• From the stickers, find the Hebrew phrase 

ַלִים .and place it in the scene יֹום ְירּוָשׁ
• Create a Puzzle Activity: Trace items in the 

poster and place them in different 
positions. On each piece, record yourself 
explaining what that item is and its 
symbolism. Save your puzzle and give it to 
another person to play.

• Select the Yom Yerushalayim Creation Pack.
• You will be creating 4 to 5 slides, where 

each slide will be a different stage in 
Jerusalem’s history.

• Create the story of Jerusalem. You can use 
stickers, search, or you can bring in your 
own photos.

• On each slide, create a Say Something Activity. 
Record yourself explaining that slide’s story. 

• You could even add in an Ask a Question 
Activity, to check whether the person playing 
the game has understood the facts!

Create a Storyboard Telling the History of Jerusalem
PREPARATION: Review the history of Jerusalem (see our ‘5 KEY FACTS about Yom 
Yerushalayim’) and identify 4-5 moments in the history of Jerusalem (e.g. Jacob’s dream, 
Temple, Destruction of Temple, Reunification of Jerusalem, Jerusalem today).
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Create a Yom Yerushalayim Poster for Home or School
PREPARATION: Review the 5 KEY facts about Yom Yerushalayim and then think about which 
images and words you want in your poster.
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• Select the Ji Studio Israel Days Collection.
• Select a Kotel scene from Backgrounds >  

Scenes.
• Select from the assortment of images in 

Stickers > Yom Yerushalayim or Stickers > 
Photos to create your Yom Yerushalayim poster.

• From Stickers > Labels, select the Hebrew 
phrase ַלִים .and place it in the scene יֹום ְירּוָשׁ

https://www.jewishinteractive.org/


11 Your complete toolkit for Israel's National Days

Ji Tap Activity

Ji Studio Activity

• Select Israel Days Collection.
• Use the Drawing tools in Ji Studio as well as 

any other Stickers to design a new symbol 
for Jerusalem.

• Using the Sound sticker, record yourself 
explaining the meaning of your symbol.

• Create a ‘gallery of symbols’ where students 
can look at each other’s symbols and hear 
what they are supposed to express. You can 
do this using the Share option on the My 
Creations page. On the thumbnail of each 
creation, there is a Settings button. Tap 
Settings and Share to web. You can then use 
the URLs created to make your own gallery, 
displaying the images together with the 
sounds. You can also tap Download to 
download the images, but then it will not 
include the sounds.

• Select the Yom Yerushalayim Creation Pack.
• Use the Drawing tools as well as any other 

stickers to design a new symbol for Jerusalem.
• Create a Soundboard Activity: Trace around 

each item in the symbol, and record yourself 
explaining the meaning of each item in your 
symbol.

• Create a ‘gallery of symbols’ where children 
can look at each other’s symbols and hear 
what they are supposed to express. Children 
can play each other’s games and understand 
the ideas expressed.

Design a Symbol for Jerusalem 
PREPARATION: Show students the Jerusalem emblem. Then explain that while this is a beautiful 
symbol, it was chosen in 1950, which was 17 years prior to the reunification of Jerusalem. Ask 
the students how they think Jerusalem has changed since Jews have been able to visit and pray 
at the Kotel Ma’aravi and other holy sites in the Old City of Jerusalem. Then ask them to design 
a new symbol for Jerusalem to reflect what Jerusalem means to them.
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Yom Hashoah
For ages 11+

In this lesson you will learn about the brave 
Righteous Gentiles, Anne Frank and her family, as 
well as more facts about WW2 and the Holocaust.

Yom Haatzmaut:
How the State of Israel was Born
For all ages

Watch a video and answer questions, to learn 
about the history of Israel’s Day of Independence.

Yom Haatzmaut:
Who Wants to be a Millionaire?
For all ages

In this quiz, test your knowledge about the 
Israeli flag, important dates, the Prime Ministers, 
and more!   

Yom Hazikaron
For all ages

Learn about Yom Hazikaron, the official day of 
remembrance where we honour the fallen 
heroes of Israel.

National Israel Days Lessons in Ji Tap

https://www.jewishinteractive.org/
https://jitap.net/activities/g4vs/play/
https://jitap.net/activities/g4vs/play/
https://jitap.net/activities/g4r1/play/
https://jitap.net/activities/g4r1/play/
http://jitap.net/activities/g51h/play/
http://jitap.net/activities/g51h/play/
https://jitap.net/activities/g2yh/play/
https://jitap.net/activities/g2yh/play/


For more National Israel Days lessons click here.
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Yom Yerushalayim: Quiz
For ages 8-11

Test your knowledge about Jerusalem with this 
fun quiz - but watch out! You're against the clock!

Yom Yerushalayim: Dancing in Jerusalem
For all ages

A fantastic music video celebrating the holy 
city of Jerusalem.

Israel Day Lessons in Ji Tap

Israel Day Blogs
Take a look at the blogs that we 
have relating to the different 
National Israel Days. 
They are filled with inspiration 
and meaning and will leave you 
uplifted and wanting more!
Click here to read.

https://www.jewishinteractive.org/
https://bit.ly/2XY7kln
https://jitap.net/activities/g344/play/jerusalem-quiz
https://jitap.net/activities/g344/play/jerusalem-quiz
http://jitap.net/activities/g2zc/play/
http://jitap.net/activities/g2zc/play/
https://info.jewishinteractive.org/blog/topic/israel


Activity:
Light Up Israeli Flag

Use paper circuits and 
LEDs to create a light up 
flag you can use on 
Yom Ha'atzmaut.
Recommended age: 6-8
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J-STEAM Resources for Israel
Activity:
Eurovision Israel Video

Create a music video with one of the Israeli 
Eurovision songs on the app Videostar.
Recommended age: Grades 1 through 8
Technology: Video editor like Videostar
 

Curriculum Links

English: Story planning/telling.
Art: Create props to use in the video, 
like Israeli flags, any clothing, or 
objects that evoke Israeli culture.
History: Learn the history of the 
Eurovision competition, about Israel’s 
winning songs and about the artists 
who performed.
Jewish Studies: Connect with Israeli 
popular culture, from the 1970s to 
today, by learning and celebrating hit 
Israeli songs from Eurovision, the 
annual musical competition.

https://www.jewishinteractive.org/
https://www.jewishinteractive.org/project/create-a-eurovision-israel-video/
https://www.jewishinteractive.org/project/create-a-eurovision-israel-video/
https://jitap.net/activities/g4xk/play/
https://jitap.net/activities/g4xk/play/
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As a parent or teacher, you can also adapt any of the games you 
find on Ji Tap or create a new game using the intuitive interface. 

This can be a fun classroom or family activity that will contribute to 
your children’s understanding of Jewish Studies, help them work in a 

team creatively, and allow for them to contribute to the ever 
growing online Jewish community.

Download Ji Tap and let the learning begin!

https://www.jewishinteractive.org/
https://info.jewishinteractive.org/sign-up-to-ji-tap



