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5 KEY FACTS ABOUT PURIM

Purim falls on the 14th of Adar and commemorates the salvation of the Jewish 
people from annihilation by the Persian kingdom. Because so many Jews were 
threatened during the Purim story and so many saved, Purim was established by 
the Rabbis as a festival (see Esther 9:31) in order to celebrate their salvation. 
Given that Purim was celebrated on the 15th of Adar in the walled city of 
Shushan, nowadays Purim is celebrated on the 14th of Adar in most places but 
on the 15th of Adar in ancient walled cities like Jerusalem (see Esther 9:18).

Based on the interpretation of the verses at the end of the Book of Esther, the 
Rabbis established four mitzvot for Purim: ה  Mikra Megillah – the) ִמְקָרא ְמִגָלּ
reading of the Megillah on the night of the 14th of Adar and again in the 
morning); לֹוַח ָמנֹות  Mishloach Manot – the distribution of at least one food) ִמְשׁ
parcel of two types of food to a friend); נֹות ָלֶאְביִֹנים  – Matanot Le'evyonim) ַמָתּ
the distribution of charity to at least two people) and ְסעּוַדת ּפּוִרים (Seudat 
Purim – having a festive meal for Purim).

Megillat Esther is read from a scroll and special blessings are recited prior to the 
reading of the Megillah. During the Megillah it is customary to read some verses 
out loud and make noise each time the name of ָהָמן (Haman) is mentioned.

Unusually for a Biblical Book, Megillat Esther does not contain the name of God. 
The Rabbis explain that this is because the Purim story shows the ‘hidden’ hand 
of God in our daily lives. Given this, it is customary to dress up on Purim because 
dressing up ‘hides’ a person’s identity.

On Purim, we add the prayer of ים יִסּ  .to the Amidah and Birkat Hamazon ַעל ַהִנּ
While we would expect to recite ל  on a day of salvation such as Purim, the ַהֵלּ
Rabbis said that this is unnecessary as the reading of the Megillah is itself a 
type of ל .ַהֵלּ

Refer to our Sefaria source sheet here for all the above references.
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Mishloach Manot Card 

PREPARATION: Review the custom of distributing Mishloach Manot to friends on Purim.

Ji Tap Activity Ji Studio Activity

• Select Ji Tap Purim Customs Creation Pack. 
• Choose a Mishloach Manot image, like the 

basket or package filled with Purim treats. 
Keep the background plain.

• Using the Ji Tap Text and Drawing tools, 
type out and/or draw your message that 
will accompany your gifts.

• Tap the … option on the page and select 
“Share Slide” (If you are on the Ji Web 
Creator, it is “Save image…” from the slide 
controller). This will let you save the screen 
so you can print it out as an image. Attach 
it to your gifts!

• Select the Ji Studio Purim Collection. 
• Using the Backgrounds and Stickers, design 

cards that can be used to send with your 
Mishloach Manot.

• Print them out and attach to your gifts.

The following ideas can be applied using either of Ji’s creation tools: Ji Tap or 
Ji Studio. In Ji Tap, use the Purim creation packs and create interactive games; 
in Ji Studio, use the book templates and Purim collection to create books and 
posters. Both have a connection to Sefaria, so you are easily able to import 
the texts and prayers. For your convenience, we have created a source sheet 
in Sefaria here.
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GREAT ACTIVITY IDEAS TO
TEACH ABOUT PURIM

5

https://www.jewishinteractive.org/ji-products-services/ji-tap-2/
https://www.jewishinteractive.org/ji-studio-5/
https://www.sefaria.org/texts
https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/215317


4 Your complete toolkit for Purim

Create Your Own Megillat Esther
PREPARATION: Review the story of Esther and choose 4-5 scenes from the Purim story to depict. 

Ji Tap Activity Ji Studio Activity

• Select Ji Studio Purim Collection. 
• From the Backgrounds, choose the comic strip 

with 4 or 5 frames. 
• From Stickers > Megillat Esther, add the 

characters to depict the scenes from the 
Purim story.   

• If appropriate, choose the relevant verses from 
Megillat Esther either in Hebrew or English 
from Torah texts > Ketuvim > Megillat Esther.  

 

• Select Ji Tap Story of Purim Creation Pack. 
• Create 4 or 5 pages for your Purim story. On 

each page, use the backgrounds and stickers 
to tell that part of the story.

•If appropriate, choose the relevant verses from 
Megillat Esther either in Hebrew or English 
from the Sefaria tool, which can be accessed 
from the Text tool. Go to Ketuvim/Writings> 
Esther and copy the verses you need to 
illustrate the screens.  

• Add a Say Something activity to each screen, 
recording your own narration of the page.

• Publish and play your story from the start. You 
should have your own unique story of Purim!
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The Four Mitzvot of Purim

Ji Studio Activity

• Select Ji Studio Purim Collection. 
• Make a guide to Purim including Stickers, 

Labels and Photos labelling the four mitzvot 
of Purim.

Ji Tap Activity

• Select Ji Tap Purim Customs Creation Pack. 
You will also need the Story of Purim 
Creation Pack to get stickers of the reading 
of the Megillah. Scroll down to the end of 
the Creation Packs to get stickers of the 
words in Hebrew.

• Create a screen with the 4 customs, with the 
Hebrew words underneath each custom, 
describing that custom.

• Add a Puzzle activity: Trace the words from 
underneath the images.  On each piece, 
record yourself saying the mitzvah. Position 
the pieces away from their correct places. 
Publish your puzzle and play!

PREPARATION: Review the four mitzvot of Purim:
ה •  Mikra Megillah – the reading of the Megillah on the night of the 14th of Adar) ִמְקָרא ְמִגָלּ

and again in the morning)
לֹוַח ָמנֹות •  Mishloach Manot – the distribution of at least one food parcel of two types of) ִמְשׁ

food to a friend)
נֹות ָלֶאְביִֹנים • (Matanot Le'evyonim –  the distribution of charity to at least two people) ַמָתּ
(Seudat Purim – having a festive meal for Purim) ְסעּוַדת ּפּוִרים •
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The Banquet
PREPARATION: Review the Purim story and specifically the moment when Esther reveals that 
Haman has been plotting to kill the Jews. 

Ji Tap Activity Ji Studio Activity

Dressing Up
PREPARATION: Review the custom of dressing up on Purim. 

Ji Tap Activity Ji Studio Activity

• Select Ji Studio Purim Collection. 
• Using the characters from Stickers > 

Costumes, create different styles of dress-up.   
• You could even take a ‘selfie’ of yourself using 

the Camera and dress up your photo with 
the Costumes Stickers!

• Select Ji Tap Purim Costumes Creation Pack. 
• Using the characters from the pack, create 

different styles of dress-up.  You could even 
take a ‘selfie’ of yourself using the Camera 
and dress up your photo with the costumes!

• Add a Puzzle activity – trace the masks or 
some other part of the costumes, and the 
person playing the game will have to put the 
masks back onto the correct people!

• Select Ji Tap Story of Purim Creation Pack.   
• Choose a background of the inside of a palace. 
• Using the stickers of the characters, depict 

the banquet scene when Esther informs 
Achashverosh that Haman is the man who 
seeks to kill the Jews.   

• Create a Soundboard activity. Trace around 
each character and record what you think that 
character would be saying, with reference to 
Megillat Esther. Record an introductory text 
using the options icon (   ) at the top of the 

Soundboard activity. 
When you play the 
game, you can tap on 
each character and 
hear what they have 
to say.

• Select Ji Studio Purim Collection.   
• Choose a Background of the inside of a palace. 
• Using Stickers > Megillat Esther characters, 

depict the banquet scene when Esther 
informs Achashverosh that Haman is the man 
who seeks to kill the Jews.   

• Using the Sound recorder, record what you 
think each of the characters said, with 
reference to Megillat Esther.
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Purim Blogs

For more Purim games click here.
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Micha Gamerman - Purim Songs
All ages

Fun animated Purim video with all the 
Purim songs with Micha Gammerman.

Purim Quiz
For ages 6-8

This is a game to test children's knowledge 
of the Purim story and the customs and 
traditions that we have surrounding Purim.

Purim Fun
For ages 6-8

Use this game to learn about the Mitzvot of 
Purim, the story and more! 

Purim Games on Ji Tap

Take a look at the blogs that we have relating to Purim. 
They are filled with inspiration and meaning and will 
leave you uplifted and wanting more!
Click here to read.

https://www.jewishinteractive.org/
https://jitap.net/activities/g4ng/play/
https://jitap.net/activities/g4ng/play/
https://jitap.net/activities/gzd/play/
https://jitap.net/activities/gzd/play/
https://jitap.net/activities/g176/play/
https://jitap.net/activities/g176/play/
https://jitap.net/store/course/89/
https://info.jewishinteractive.org/blog/topic/purim
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J-STEAM Resources for Purim

Activity:
Code Your Own Light 
Up Purim Costume

Watch this Ji Tap lesson 
on how to code a light up 
costume for Purim using 
the BBC Micro:Bit and a 
string of Neopixels. 

Activity: Code a Purim Crown/Hat

Connect LEDs to the micro:bit to create 
a wearable costume for Purim.
Recommended age: Grades 5-8
Technology: MakeCode (software), 
micro:bit (hardware)

Curriculum Links

Coding: 
Students create variables for light 
patterns and use inputs to control 
their designs.

Science/Technology: 
Circuits, LEDs and voltage.

Art/Design: 
Creating part of their Purim costume.

Jewish Studies: 
Links to Purim and costumes.

https://www.jewishinteractive.org/
https://www.jewishinteractive.org/project/code-purim-hat/
https://www.jewishinteractive.org/project/code-purim-hat/
http://jitap.net/activities/g4ok/play/code-your-own-light-up-purim-costume
http://jitap.net/activities/g4ok/play/code-your-own-light-up-purim-costume
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As a parent or teacher, you can also adapt any of the games you 
find on Ji Tap or create a new game using the intuitive interface. 

This can be a fun classroom or family activity that will contribute to 
your children’s understanding of Jewish Studies, help them work in a 

team creatively, and allow for them to contribute to the ever 
growing online Jewish community.

Download Ji Tap and let the learning of Purim begin!

https://info.jewishinteractive.org/sign-up-to-ji-tap
https://www.jewishinteractive.org/



